Dear

I am writing to you regarding Bill S-2, An Act to amend the Indian Act (new registration entitlements),
which has now received First Reading in the House of Commons.

Bill S-2 addresses the Government of Canada’s responsibility to correct discriminatory provisions within
its own legislation, the Indian Act. While the Bill amends federal registration rules, it does not replace
First Nations’ jurisdiction over membership, nor does it assign that responsibility to Parliament or the
Government of Canada. Decisions regarding citizenship and belonging rest with each First Nation;
however, Bill S-2 has tangible impacts in communities where the Indian Act registration continues to be
linked to membership.

I am writing to urge you to support the passage of Bill S-2 as amended by the Senate of Canada, and to
oppose any effort to revert the Bill to its original, unamended form. The Senate amendments were the
result of careful study and testimony, and response to long-standing and well-documented concerns
arising from historic Indian Act policies, including those related to enfranchisement, and the second-
generation cut-off.

The Minister of Indigenous Services, Mandy Gull-Masty has stated that she has a legal and constitutional
obligation to consult with First Nations before accepting amendments, including consideration of potential
implementation and financial impacts. Financial and implementation matters, as well as the remaining
inequities following Bill S-2, require deliberate and coordinated follow-up with First Nations and can be
addressed through collaborative processes after passage, without postponing Parliament’s responsibility to
correct discriminatory provisions in the legislation itself.

Now that Bill S-2 is before the House of Commons, Members of Parliament have an independent
responsibility to review the Bill in its amended form and to decide whether Parliament will uphold the

improvements already made by the Senate. Removing or weakening those amendments would delay
resolution for First Nation families who have already waited decades for legislative correction.

I respectfully ask that you:

e Support Bill S-2 with the Senate amendments intact;
e Encourage your caucus to do the same; and
e Ensure that the House of Commons does not weaken or reverse the progress already achieved.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss this further.

Respectfully submitted,
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